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FILM RELEASE:
The Water Front Shows Local Fight for Water Access
City, State --Around the world, a battle is escalating around one of our most precious natural resources. Corporations are buying up the rights to water sources, turning it into a commodity and controlling its use by the people and ecosystems that have always depended on it. 
Even communities close to the Great Lakes may not be able to rely on steady and affordable water access. Residents of Highland Park, known as the birthplace of the auto-industry, have received water bills as high as $10,000; they have had their water turned off, their homes foreclosed, and are in the midst of a fight to keep their water from becoming privatized. The Water Front follows one woman’s struggle to organize a grassroots campaign to keep her home and defend affordable water as a basic human right.  This fall, The Water Front will screen in forty cities around the Great Lakes region, from New York to Minneapolis, to encourage communities to ask questions about their own water sources.  
“The Water Front is about water, but it also touches on the very essence of our democratic system,” said Liz Miller, the film’s director. “The film presents a community in crisis but it also presents the powerful enactment of local participation in finding solutions to the problems of our times.”
“The story of the citizens of Highland Park and their struggle for water access is one that should never have to be told in America,” said Wenonah Hauter, executive director of the consumer advocacy group Food & Water Watch, a sponsor of the film’s fall tour. “In reality, though, it is repeated in cities across the country. As infrastructure crumbles and communities find themselves unable to fund necessary fixes, more and more cities and towns are turning to privatization …As regular people pay more and more for their water without ever seeing an improvement, the question of who controls their water—and how—is ever more relevant. The Water Front will show citizens who face similar problems that they are not alone, and will inspire people to organize, taking control of local water back into local hands.”
The Water Front tours 40 cities around the Great Lakes beginning September 2008.  

See The Water Front:  Time, Day, Month Year

Location, Venue, Address     
Admission: by donation

### 
For more information about The Water Front go to www.waterfrontmovie.com or www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/films/the-water-front.
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